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CHAPTER 31—DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

Sec. 

1451. Establishment. 
1452. Deputy Secretary of the Interior; appoint-

ment. 
1453. Assistant Secretaries of the Interior. 
1453a. Additional Assistant Secretary of the Inte-

rior; appointment; duties; compensation. 
1454. Duties of Assistant Secretary and Assistant 

to Secretary. 
1455. Solicitor; appointment; duties. 
1456. Chief clerk. 
1456a. Repealed. 
1457. Duties of Secretary. 
1457a. Authorization of appropriations for particular 

programs. 
(a) Maximum amounts for specified 

years. 
(b) Ceilings on certain appropriations. 
(c) Additional limitations. 
(d) Omitted. 
(e) Applicable programs. 

1458. Secretary to exercise certain powers over 
Territories. 

1459. Expenditures of department. 
1460. Copies of records, documents, etc.; charges; 

disposition of receipts. 
1461. Rules and regulations governing inspection 

and copying. 
1462. Attestation of copies by official seal. 
1463. Disposition of receipts. 
1464. Agents or attorneys representing claimants 

before department. 
1465. Annual reports of department and its bu-

reaus. 
1466. Administration of oaths, affirmations, etc., 

by employees of Division of Investigations; 
force and effect. 

1467. Working capital fund; establishment; uses; re-
imbursement. 

1468. Working capital fund; availability for uni-
forms or allowances therefor. 

1469. Employment and compensation of personnel 
to perform work occasioned by emer-
gencies. 

1470. Appropriations; availability for certain ad-
ministrative expenses. 

1471. Appropriations; availability for payment of 
property damages. 

1471a. Availability of appropriations for emergency 
repair or replacement of damaged or de-
stroyed facilities and equipment. 

1471b. Availability of appropriations for suppression 
and emergency prevention of forest and 
range fires. 

1471c. Availability of appropriations for operation 
of warehouses, garages, shops, and similar 
facilities. 

1471d. Availability of appropriations for transpor-
tation, reprint, telephone, and library mem-
bership expenses. 

1471e. Reimbursement of employee license costs and 
certification fees. 

1471f. Availability of appropriations for incremen-
tal funding of research work orders for co-
operative agreements. 

1471g. Availability of appropriations to support Me-
morial Day and Fourth of July ceremonies 
and activities in National Capital Region. 

1472. Bureau of Reclamation working capital fund. 
(a) Establishment; management of sup-

port activities of Bureau 
(b) Fund credits; transfers to fund. 
(c) Use of funds to provide materials, 

supplies, equipment, work, and 
services. 

(d) Charges to users. 
(e) Authorization of appropriations. 

Sec. 

(f) Unnecessary funds covered into mis-
cellaneous receipts of Treasury. 

1473. Acceptance of contributions from private and 
public sources by Mineral Management 
Service. 

1473a. Acceptance of contributions by Secretary; co-
operation with prosecution of projects. 

1473b. Awards for contributions to Department of 
the Interior programs. 

1473c. Payment of costs incidental to services con-
tributed by volunteers. 

1473d. Insurance costs covering vehicles, aircraft, 
and boats operated by Department of the 
Interior in Canada and Mexico. 

1473e. Acceptance of donations and bequests for 
Natural Resources Library. 

1474. Availability of receipts from administrative 
fees for program operations in Mining Law 
Administration. 

1474a. Emergency Department of the Interior Fire-
fighting Fund; amounts considered ‘‘emer-
gency requirements’’. 

1474b. Natural Resource Damage Assessment and 
Restoration Fund; availability of assess-
ments. 

1474b–1. Transfer of funds from Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment and Restoration Fund. 

1474c. North American Wetlands Conservation 
Fund; availability of fines or forfeitures. 

1474d. Environmental Improvement and Restoration 
Fund. 

(a) Fund. 
(b) Investments. 
(c) Transfer and availability of amounts 

earned. 
(d) Projects. 
(e) Marine research activities. 

1475. Bureau of Reclamation acceptance of services 
of volunteers. 

1475a. Participation of non-Federal entities in con-
tract negotiations and source selection pro-
ceedings. 

§ 1451. Establishment 

There shall be at the seat of government an 
executive department to be known as the De-
partment of the Interior, and a Secretary of the 
Interior, who shall be the head thereof. 

(R.S. § 437.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 437 derived from act Mar. 3, 1849, ch. 108, § 1, 9 
Stat. 395. 

Section was formerly classified to section 481 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out 
below. 

CHARGES FOR USE OF PROPERTY AT MAIN AND SOUTH 
INTERIOR BUILDING COMPLEX, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(3) [title I, § 115], Nov. 
29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A-158, provided that: ‘‘Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, in fiscal year 
2000 and thereafter, the Secretary is authorized to per-
mit persons, firms or organizations engaged in com-
mercial, cultural, educational, or recreational activi-
ties (as defined in section 612a of title 40, United States 
Code) not currently occupying such space to use court-


